FIRST OVER EVEREST
of the camera into which he could clip, if all went well, the
wooden double-dark slide. If all did not go well, it would
probably be whisked out of his hands, to descend to earth
without visible means of support, some six miles below. From
this position die observer could also reach both die winding-
knob of the shutter and release lever for the exposure.
Other provisions, however, had to be made. The lowest
cylinder of the engine would probably throw out a good deal
of oil, which would certainly impinge on the lens of the camera.
In taking off, the wheels and propeller would throw up a certain
amount of dust and this, mixing with the oil from the lowest
cylinder, could be relied upon to form a thick crust over the
lens, which would not have the best of influence on photo-
graphic results.
So there on the field of operations at Purnea, a flap had to
be improvised by the ingenuity and resource of Burnard to cover
the lens until the observer was ready to take a photograph.
This flap was difficult to construct because, being nearly a foot
square, the wind pressure on it was very great, and it called
for no small mechanical skill to construct in such a way that
the observer, unaided, could move it in the air against the force
of the wind from the propeller. However, Burnard solved the
problem.
Then the pilot came into the picture. The observer had to
manipulate die camera and take the photographs, but as the
camera was practically built into the aeroplane, the pilot was
the one who had to align it onto the picture die observer
wished to take.
It was easy to indicate to the pilot the picture in question,
should the intercommunication telephone work satisfactorily.
Otherwise, messages could be passed to him written in pencil
on "Bexoid" tablets, a non-inflammable white celluloid sub-
stance. For this certain team work had to be thought out and
drill improvised. It was arranged that the observer should first
explain to the pilot die mountain-top or other scene to be
photographed. The pilot was provided with an auxiliary
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